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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 32 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof , may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1 - 14 are not limited to tangible embodiments. In view of Applicant's 
disclosure, specification page 8, line 12 - page 9, line 2, the medium is not limited to 
tangible embodiments, instead being defined as including both tangible embodiments 
(e.g., RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, 
digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical disk storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic 
tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices) and intangible 
embodiments (e.g., a wired network or direct-wired connection, and wireless media 
such as acoustic, RF, infrared and other wireless media). As such, the claim is not 
limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. To overcome this type 
of 101 rejection the claims need to be amended to include only the physical computer 
media and not a transmission media or other intangible or non-functional media. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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4. Claims 8, 18 and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,507,351 to Bixier. 

7. As to claim 15, Bixier teaches a method of displaying a notification [retrieve, store 
and manipulate various data items and information from multiple sources, col. 5, lines 
30 - 38; specific information concerning business-unit performance or other 
organizational news via the LAN/WAN that is routinely acquired and displayed on 
computer systems, col. 6, lines 50 - 65] received [display of information acquired from 
various selected sources by information management system control program 100; col. 
5, lines 38-61] from one of a plurality of objects at a notification component 
[information management system control program 100, Fig. 1 ; col, 5, lines 25 - 33] 
adapted to receive notifications from the plurality of objects [acquires information from 
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multiple user-selected sources such as conventional utility programs, user-defined data 
files, Internet and LAN/WAN sources as indicated by is blocks 104-1 1 1 ; col. 5, lines 49 
- 61] and adapted to receive notifications of different notification classifications [order 
and the frequency of display of each information type may vary; col. 7, lines 32 - 55], 
the method comprising the steps of: 

determining, by the notification component, a notification classification [a first 
Personal File is accessed and displayed, followed by a first Photo File, followed by a 
first Learning File, and so on, until each information interface type has been displayed; 
col. 7, lines 32 -55]; and 

rendering, by the notification component, the notification in accordance with the 
notification classification [select the order in which the different display/interface process 
routines display information, col. 8, lines 4-20; information is stored in the external e- 
mail, appointment and task programs and is accessed for display in the pre-selected 
sequence, as defined in the program set-up module; col. 10, lines 33 - 62; col. 10, line 
67 - col. 11, line 13] and a user specified priority [display sequence is based on the set- 
up information described previously and may vary according to user-defined criteria; col. 
9, lines 20 -53]. 

8. As to claim 1 , Bixler teaches a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising: 

receiving a notification [retrieve, store and manipulate various data items and 
information from multiple sources, col. 5, lines 30 - 38; specific information concerning 
business-unit performance or other organizational news via the LAN/WAN that is 
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routinely acquired and displayed on computer systems, col. 6, lines 50 - 65] at a 
notification component [display of information acquired from various selected sources 
by information management system control program 100; col. 5, lines 38-61] to 
provide to a user, the notification component adapted to receive notifications from a 
plurality of objects [acquires information from multiple user-selected sources such as 
conventional utility programs, user-defined data files, Internet and LAN/WAN sources as 
indicated by is blocks 1 04-1 1 1 ; col. 5, lines 49-61] and adapted to receive notifications 
of different notification types [order and the frequency of display of each information 
type may vary; col. 7, lines 32 - 55]; 

determining a priority to assign the notification based on a user specified priority 
[display sequence is based on the set-up information described previously and may 
vary according to user-defined criteria; col. 9, lines 20 - 53]; 

deciding a notification type [a first Personal File is accessed and displayed, 
followed by a first Photo File, followed by a first Learning File, and so on, until each 
information interface type has been displayed; col. 7, lines 32 - 55]; and 

rendering the notification in accordance with the priority [display sequence is 
based on the set-up information described previously and may vary according to user- 
defined criteria; col. 9, lines 20 - 53] and the notification type [select the order in which 
the different display/interface process routines display information, col. 8, lines 4 - 20; 
information is stored in the external e-mail, appointment and task programs and is 
accessed for display in the pre-selected sequence, as defined in the program set-up 
module; col. 10, lines 33-62; col. 10, line 67 -col. 11, line 13]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 2 - 4, 6, 10 - 14, 16 - 17, 19, 20, 23, and 26 - 29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bixler in view of U.S. Patent NO. 
6,412,021 to Nguyen [cited in previous office action]. 

11. As to claim 2, Bixler teaches displaying a notification but does not teach 
determining a medium to render a notification [col. 5, lines 30 - 38 and col. 6, lines 50 - 
65]. 

However, Nguyen teaches determining a notification medium to render the 
notification [a possible response to an applet event indicating receipt of new mail is to 
call a setlcon () method to change the image of the button icon in the selection bar to 
indicate that new mail has arrived... other notification methods may be called by the 
event handler of notification class 601 in response to specific events include 
setFlashingGlyph (), setFixedGlyph (), playAudioClip () and showMessageDialog (), Fig. 
6; column 12, lines 20 - 40]. 

12. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinarily skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention to apply the teaching of determining a notification medium to render the 
notification as taught by Nguyen to the invention of Bixler because this provides multiple 
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methods of displaying an notification such as a dialog box and changing the image or 
images associated with the button icon [col. 4, lines 52 - 67 of Nguyen]. 

1 3. As to claim 3, Bixler as modified teaches determining an area on a display to 
render the notification [a possible response to an applet event indicating receipt of new 
mail is to call a setlcon () method to change the image of the button icon in the selection 
bar to indicate that new mail has arrived... other notification methods may be called by 
the event handler of notification class 601 in response to specific events include 
setFlashingGlyph (), setFixedGlyph (), playAudioClip () and showMessageDialog (), Fig. 
6; column 12, lines 20 - 40 of Nguyen]. The location can be either in the selection bar 
or a dialog box. 

1 4. As to claim 4, Bixler as modified teaches receiving a property of the notification, 
and receiving a notification to be sent to the user [Each applet event is an instance of an 
applet event class, and contains an event ID... event ID is used by an event handler to 
classify the type of event for use in determining an appropriate response to the event; 
column 12, lines 20 - 40 of Nguyen]. 

1 5. As to claim 6, Bixler as modified teaches selecting one of a display notification [a 
setlcon () method to change the image of the button icon in the selection bar to indicate 
that new mail has arrived... setFlashingGlyph (), setFixedGlyph (), and 
showMessageDialog (); column 12, lines 20-40] and an audio notification 
[playAudioClip (); column 12, lines 20-40 of Nguyen]. 
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1 6. As to claims 1 0 and 1 1 , Bixler as modified teaches queuing the notification 
[applet 602 is able to generate applet events, such as applet event 603, and place those 
events on event queue 613 of notification class 601, Fig. 6B; column 12, lines 13 - 19 of 
Nguyen). As to the queue arranged according to the priority of the notification, see the 
rejection to claim 15 above. 

17. As to claim 12, Bixler as modified teaches flushing a queue of prior notifications 
[col. 9, lines 48 - 53 of Bixler]. 

1 8. As to claim 1 3, Bixler as modified teaches determining the priority to assign the 
notification comprises the step of determining a number of times the user is provided 
notification [display frequency or cycle and duration; col. 10, lines 33 - 62 of Bixler]. 

19. As to claim 14, Bixler as modified teaches determining a notification classification 
of the notification [notification class instance interprets the type of event from the event 
ID and handles the event as appropriate; column 4, lines 65 - 67 of Nguyen], a user 
preference list [a configuration file... contains information associated with. ..the location 
of the code for the notification class; column 4, lines 38 - 52 of Nguyen], and rendering 
the notification if the notification classification is listed in the list of selected 
classifications [type of event may be determined from the event ID... if the event is not a 
notification event, the event is handled in step 81 1 ... if the event in step 808 is a 
notification event, the state of the notification class is updated, if needed, in step 809 
based on the specific event. ..in step 810, user notification is performed; col. 13, lines 35 
- 50 of Nguyen]. 
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20. As to claim 1 6, Bixler as modified teaches rendering the notification in the 
notification medium in accordance with the notification classification [Each applet event 
is an instance of an applet event class, and contains an event ID... the event ID is used 
by an event handler to classify the type of event for use in determining an appropriate 
response to the event... the response to an applet event entails one or more forms of 
user notification, such as changing the button icon in the selection bar, setting a fixed or 
flashing glyph on the button icon, displaying a message in a dialog box, or playing an 
audio clip; column 12, lines 20 - 40 of Nguyen]. 

21 . As to claim 17, Bixler as modified teaches rendering the notification accordance 
with a user preference [configuration files list the button icons to be displayed in the 
selection bar and provide information associated with each button icon... Identification of 
the button icons, or buttons, to be included in the selection bar may be provided as a 
property in a configuration file; column 10, lines 39 - 47 of Nguyen]. 

22. As to claims 1 9 and 20, Bixler as modified teaches determining one of a contact 
classification [a setlcon () method to change the image of the button icon in the 
selection bar to indicate that new mail has arrived... setFlashingGlyph (), setFixedGlyph 
(), and showMessageDialog (); column 12, lines 20 - 40 of Nguyen], a financial 
classification [calendar applet can display a small pop-up window with appointment 
information; column 9, lines 46 - 59 of Nguyen], and an audio classification 
[playAudioClip (); column 12, lines 20 - 40 of Nguyen]. 
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23. As to claim 23, Bixler as modified teaches rendering the notification using the 
rendering type [configuration files list the button icons to be displayed in the selection 
bar and provide information associated with each button icon... Identification of the 
button icons, or buttons, to be included in the selection bar may be provided as a 
property in a configuration file; column 10, lines 39 - 47 of Nguyen]. 

24. As to claims 26 and 27, Bixler as modified teaches updating a history of 
notifications [col. 9, lines 34 - 38 of Bixler]. As to flushing notifications, see the rejection 
to claim 12 above. 

25. As to claims 28 and 29, Bixler as modified teaches displaying the history [col. 9, 
lines 34 - 38 of Bixler], and performing at least one action if a notification in the history 
is selected by a user selection device [col. 1 1 , lines 14 - 47 of Bixler]. 

26. Claims 21, 22, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bixler and Nguyen in view U.S. Patent NO. 6,542,868 to Badt 
[cited in the previous office action]. 

27. As to claim 21 , Bixler as modified does not teach sending a pre-notification 
notification prior to performing the step of rendering the notification. 

However, Badt teaches sending a pre-notification notification prior to performing 
the step of rendering the notification [system notifies the user of the selected notification 
prior to playing the message corresponding to the selected notification; col. 2, lines 5 - 
15 of Badt]. 
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28. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinarily skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention to apply the teaching of sending a pre-notification notification prior to 
performing the step of rendering the notification as taught by Badt to the invention Bixler 
as modified because this prepares the user for an incoming notification. 

29. As to claim 22, Bixler as modified teaches converting a text message into an 
audio [text-to-speech] message [messages may be predefined scripts, text-to-speech, 
or recorded audio; col. 4, lines 1 - 15 of Badt]. 

30. As to claim 30, Bixler as modified teaches performing at least one action [play 
message] if the notification is selected by a user selection [microphone] device 
[interface notifies the user of a selected notification, and it queries the user as to 
whether the message corresponding to the selected notification should be played... user 
responds to the query by speaking into the microphone 30; col. 5, lines 60 - 67 of Badt]. 

31 . As to claim 31 , Bixler as modified teaches performing at least one action if one of 
a keyword and a key-phrase is spoken by a user [audio signals received by the 
computer are conventionally provided to the speech recognition engine application 26 
via the computer operating system 24 in order to perform speech recognition functions; 
col. 3, lines 38 - 50 of Badt]. 

32. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bixler 
and Nguyen in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,144,942 to Ruckdashel [cited in previous 
office action]. 
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33. As to claim 9, see the rejection to claim 6 with regards to selecting one of one of 
a display notification and an audio notification. Bixler as modified does not appear to 
teach a pager notification. 

However, Ruckdashel teaches a method of event notification using a pager 
[boxes 713 and 715 relate to other methods, email and wireless messenging device or 
pager, of notifying the user as the specified appointment approaches; column 5, lines 20 
-36]. 

34. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to apply the teaching of a pager notification as taught by Ruckdashel to 
the invention of Bixler as modified because pager notification allows a user who is away 
from their computer to be notified of an event. 

35. Claims 5 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bixler in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,405,204 to Baker [cited in previous office 
action]. 

36. As to claim 5, Bixler does not teach XML-based notification. 

However, Baker teaches providing news alerts to users [col. 3, lines 10-35] 
using XML-based notification [users can also specify a format for each alert, for 
example, text, HTML, or XML; col. 17, lines 40 - 50]. 

37. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinarily skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention to apply the teaching of XML-based notifications as taught by Baker to 
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the invention of Bixler because XML documents tie services and application server 
events together in a meaningful way, forming a coherent set of applications. 

38. As to claim 32, Bixler as modified teaches rendering the notification in one of a 
long version [send company related news AND send news that relates to all the sectors 
to which the company belongs; col. 4, lines 50 - 67 of Baker] and a short version [News 
Alert by Sector; col. 4, lines 50 - 67 of Baker]. 

39. Claims 7 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bixler and Nguyen further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,317,128 to Harrison 
[cited in previous office action]. 

40. As to claims 7 and 24, Bixler as modified does not teaches selecting one of a 
transient display and an alpha-blended display. 

However, Harrison teaches variably transparent objects such as menus, tool 
palettes, windows, and dialogue boxes [see abstract]. Harrison also teaches a transient 
display [a dialog box or warning message interrupts and selecting a pull-down menu (or 
pie menu) which temporarily blocks part of an active window; col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 
8] and generating semi-transparent objects [alpha-blended display] to blend a 
background color intensity with the color intensity of the image below a foreground 
object [col. 7, line 60 - col. 8, line 5]. 

41 . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinarily skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention to apply the teaching of an alpha-blended display as taught by Harrison 
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to the invention of Bixler as modified because variably-transparent GUIs allow multiple 
object image layers to be simultaneously observed [col. 2, lines 38 - 50 of Harrison]. 

Conclusion 

42. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,169,534 to Raffel et al. teaches a method and apparatus for 
displaying information regarding an event. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,959,621 to Nawaz et al. teaches a system and method for 
dynamically displaying data items on a client computer. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,857,017 to Faour et al. teaches a system customizing user 
displays on a computer includes the generation of events by an event handler in 
communication with executing applications. 

43. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Li B. Zhen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3768. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri, 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Li B. Zhen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 94 
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